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Cultivating a Bountiful Crop of Talent
The story is familiar, and one that we are hearing across all sectors – the demand for people to fill jobs at
all levels of the organization is an increasing challenge.

At this very moment, while we wrestle with this issue and consider how to adapt our recruitment efforts
and cast the net as widely as possible using digital recruitment networks, the youth in our community are
looking to the future. They have an ambition to do something meaningful that makes a difference, certain
that they must move away from the Fraser Valley to do so.

The “disconnect” in the system may be as simple as this – our efforts to recruit are focused on high school
seniors and recent graduates. However, we are not recognizing that they have been asked to target a
potential career four years earlier and to select classes that are geared toward that path. Simply, we need
to reach them earlier.

Many of the jobs that exist in Abbotsford and are in desperate need of filling are good paying, career
positions. However, we must share with the emerging workforce the success stories, the mission and the
rewarding achievements that we are making here in our Abbotsford companies to inspire their interest and
to enlighten them about the opportunities that are within their grasp.

To do this, the City of Abbotsford has launched a pilot with the Abbotsford School Division through a
platform called EdgeFactor. This is a revolutionary platform is being lauded as a great success in a
number of cities across North America and we are pleased to be the first to introduce it in British
Columbia. Connecting students with the rewarding careers in technology, manufacturing, trades and
agriculture and making them aware of the innovation that exists here right close to home we are hopeful
that this changes the recruitment landscape for our businesses now and into the future.

We encourage you to check out how we are signaling that ‘Abbotsford has the Edge’ and reach out to us
to find out how we can best leverage this platform to support your company’s growth. 

Abbotsford Has the Edge - Click Here to Learn More

New Website - we have moved!
Please be sure to update your bookmarks to our new Economic Development 
page www.abbotsford.ca/economicdevelopment.

http://edgefactor.com/AbbotsfordBC
http://www.abbotsford.ca/economicdevelopment
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Temporary Outdoor Patio Program
City of Abbotsford and the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation branch (LCRB) have extended the temporary 
outdoor patio program until October 31, 2021. To support businesses in their reopening efforts, the LCRB 
will now permit food-primary, liquor-primary and manufacturer licensees, such as wineries, breweries and 
distilleries, to apply through a simplified online process to temporarily expand their service areas until Oct. 
31, 2021. 

There are no fees associated with the temporary expansion applications. Submit an application here: 
https://www.abbotsford.ca/business-development/economic-development-0/temporary-patio-permit-
application

Diversity Awards
Mark your calendars! The 18th annual Fraser Valley Cultural Diversity Awards is taking place virtually on 
March 10 at 7:00pm. Attendance to virtual event is free, but RSVP is required.

RSVP For Event Now

Special Events Update
Community events are an essential component of our City, helping us to be a complete community by 
driving community spirit and a sense of community identity.

This past year has been a challenging one for event planners, as community gatherings and events were 
prohibited by provincial health orders.

However, with perseverance and creativity, event organizers throughout our community stepped up to the 
challenge and pivoted so that they could offer unique and positive experiences to the citizens of 
Abbotsford.

We encourage our community members to continue to use their creative minds to find ways to engage our 
community and offer light and positivity in a time where it is needed most.

If you are a community member in Abbotsford, and have an idea to engage our community virtually please 
share your virtual activation by entering it on our public Community Events Calendar.

We look forward to hearing all of your wonderful ideas, and being a part of the great initiatives that 2021 
has to offer.

Filming Update
The year 2020 was a strong year in terms of filming in the City of Abbotsford. Even in the face of a 
pandemic, we saw an escalation in filming activity, surpassing records of years past.

In the past year, we streamlined our application process, to make it a “one-stop shop” for production 
companies, increasing the efficiency of the process.

We standardized polling forms, and worked with the Downtown Business Association to make filming in 
the downtown core accessible and enjoyable for business owners, residents and production teams alike.

In the year 2020, Abbotsford was the home to 63 Film Applications, 179 Film Locations, 240 Film days and 
over 2.6 Million dollars was invested in our community.

We are looking forward to the year 2021 and all it has to offer for the filming sector in Abbotsford.

https://diversityawards.ca/rsvp/
https://www.abbotsford.ca/community-events/events-abbotsford/events-calendar
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COVID 19
Business
Resources
All Covid 19 Business
Resources and updates in one
location.

COVID-19 Business
Resources

COVID 19 Open
Business
Listings
Covid19 Open for Business 
mapping page. List your 
business, pivoted operations and 
your worksafe procedures.

GIS Open Business

Community
Events
Calendar
For updates on virtual special
events in our community please
click on our community calendar
below.

Community Calendar

CONTACT US
City of Abbotsford | Economic Development

32315 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC V2T 1W7 
Phone: 604-864-5586 | Email: econdev@abbotsford.ca 

www.abbotsford.ca/economicdevelopment

https://www.abbotsford.ca/business-development/economic-development-0/covid-19-business-resources
https://covid-19.zoomprospector.com/ABBOTSFORD
https://www.abbotsford.ca/community-events/events-abbotsford/events-calendar
http://www.abbotsford.ca/economicdevelopment
mailto:econdev@abbotsford.ca



