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Planning & Development Services

The Planning & Development Services Department consists of three main 
divisions: Community Planning, Development Planning, and Building Permits & 
Licences.

Community Planning manages the City’s Official Community Plan (OCP), 
bringing together land use, urban design, and social planning policies, along 
with overall infrastructure needs into long range land use plans. The division is 
responsible for the development and implementation of strategies, policies, and 
plans that guide the City’s future growth and development.  

Development Planning is responsible for reviewing and processing 
development applications such as rezoning, subdivision, and development 
permits. These applications are reviewed for compliance with the OCP, Zoning 
Bylaw, and other municipal bylaws and policies.   

Building Permits and Licences is responsible for ensuring all building 
construction in the City meets Building Code requirements for health, life safety, 
and fire protection. Functions include plan checking, building permit issuance, on-
site inspections and business licensing.

For more information: abbotsford.ca/business-development

?Inquiry
There is a lot of information to consider before making an application, 
including understanding the relevant City plans, procedures, and bylaws. 
Development Inquiry Meetings (DIMs) are an opportunity to meet with 
City staff, discuss ideas, and determine how the City’s plans and policies 
affect a potential application.  

Submission and Review
Once an application is submitted, staff review and refer the proposal to 
other agencies, if required. Development applications are first reviewed 
by the Development Application Review Team (DART) for general 
compliance and to identify requirements from each department. Once 
the application is reviewed and revisions are completed, the application 
can proceed to the next step. 

Approval and Issuance
Depending on the type of application, it will either be reviewed by 
Council or City staff. If an application is supported, and is conditionally 
approved, requirements for final approval must be met. A building permit 
application will be accepted once the development is conditionally 
approved. The building permit will be issued once the requirements for 
final development approval and building permit issuance are met. 

Construction
Once the building permit has been issued, construction can begin. 
Construction activity must meet the requirements of City bylaws and 
other government agencies. Applicable inspections are undertaken 
during the appropriate stages of construction and prior to occupancy of 
the building. 

The 2026 Planning and Development Services (PDS) Mid-Year Report provides a 
snapshot of how we’ve progressed so far this year. The document outlines progress and 
accomplishments regarding development activity, trends, and department initiatives.

Introduction

Application Process
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For more information, 
please visit:

abbotsford.ca/business-
development/statistics

?

$

Population Growth (2021-2026)
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POPULATION PROJECTION 
(AS OF MAY 20, 2026)

POPULATION ESTIMATES

193 townhouse units conditionally 
approved and building permits issued 
for 41 units.

566 apartment units approved and 
building permits issued for 905 units.

Development permits issued for 3,413 m2 
(36,737 ft2) of commercial and industrial 
floor space.

85 Development Inquiry Meetings.

43 new residential lots approved and 
building permits issued for 133 single 
detached units. 

The 2026 PDS Mid-Year Report 
shows where we are today with 
activity and trends. 

PDS reports statistics on 
department activity twice a 
year.   

Total Building Permit Value of $326 
million from 509 Building Permits.  

2026 Mid-Year Highlights Abbotsford’s Population

Abbotsford experienced a rapid rise in population between 2021 and 2024. Alongside 
changes to federal immigration policy, population has slowed dramatically and is 
projected to have gone down by 0.5% in 2026.

Population data is obtained from BC Stats and is subject to change. The most recent 
data was released on May 20, 2026. It estimates Abbotsford’s 2025 population at 
175,360 and projects the 2026 population at 174,414.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/statistics/people-population-community/population/population-estimates
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?
Land Development Applications Received

	> Staff coordinated an average of approximately 3 DIMs per week in the first half of 
2026, fewer than in any of the preceding 5 years. 

Development Inquiry Meetings 
(DIMs) are intended to provide 
preliminary comments to 
land owners and developers 
considering development in 
respect of the Official Community 
Plan, Development Permit 
Areas/Guidelines, zoning, and 
anticipated off-site upgrades. 

In 2026 the City received fewer 
new development applications 
than in any of the previous five 
years.

	> The total number of land development applications received by mid-2026 (60) was 
lower than in any of the previous 5 years.

Land Development Applications Received by Type

ALC

Development 
Permit

Subdivision

Rezoning

OCP

Amendment

60 80 1000 20 40

	> So far in 2026 the City has received fewer applications than the 5-year average, 
across all application types. Rezoning (15), Development Permit (18), subdivision (11), 
and OCP amendment (1) applications were all below any of the previous 5 years.

These graphs do not display 
“other” Land Development 
Applications such as Development 
Permit exemptions or STRATA 
conversions. 

Land Development Applications Received (cont’d)
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ELAHI APARTMENT
BUILDING

32345 & 32363 GEORGE
FERGUSON WAY, ABBOTSFORD, BC

DESIGN RATIONALE

25-12-12 ISSUED
FOR DEVELOPMENT
PERMIT

18-153

DDEESSIIGGNN  RRAATTIIOONNAALLEE

NO. ISSUE/REVISION DATE
1 ISSUED FOR

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT
25-12-12

SSOOUUTTHH  WWEESSTT  CCOORRNNEERR

THE SITING AND MASSING OF THE BUILDING IS
ORGANIZED ALONG THE GEORGE FERGUSON WAY
STREET FACE AND DESIGNEED TO ALLOW NATURAL
DAYLIGHT INTO THE UNITS THROUGH LARGE
WINDOWS AND FULLY GLAZED BALCONY UNITS
AND PATIOS. THE BUILDING FACADE IS
RHYTHMICALLY DIVIDED UP AND MASSED
VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY IN SUCH A WAY TO
CREATE A SENSE OF INDIVIDUALITY WITHIN THE
UNIT STACKS AND BRING A REDUCED SCALE TO THE
BUILDING FACADE, WITH THE GROUND FLOOR
LEVEL STEPPED TO ALLOW A PEDESTRIAN-FRIENDLY
AND INVITING CONNECTION ALONG THE GROUND
PLANE. THE GROUND FLOOR IS ARTICULATED WITH
BRICK VENEER AND FEATURE MASSING TO BRING
WARMTH AS WELL AS A SENSE OF DURABILITY AND
PROTECTION ALONG THE STREET.

THE EXTERIOR TREATMENT REFLECTS AN URBAN
MODERN CONTEMPORARY VERNACULAR WITH THE
USE OF GREY TONES, WHITE FRAME PROJECTIONS
AND WARM TONES WITH WOOD INSET FEATURES
TO GIVE A SENSE OF WARMTH AND WELCOMING
AS A LIVABLE, WALKABLE SPACE WITHIN THE CITY
OF ABBOTSFORD. FEATURE PROJECTIONS THAT
EXTEND AROUND THE BUILDING ADD HIGHLIGHTS
OF MATERIAL, TEXTURE AND VISUAL INTEREST AS
BOOKENDS ON THE BUILDING STEPPED AND
ARTICULATED TO BREAK UP THE OVERALL BUILDING
MASSING

SMOOTH SURFACED MATERIALS WITH GLAZING
CREATE THE "BOOKENDS" AT THE ENDS OF THE
BUILDING AND AT KEY ENTRY POINTS AND
CORNERS, SIMULTANEOUSLY, CELEBRATING A
RUSTIC WOOD SIDING AND WOOD TRIM
THROUGHOUT THE PROJECT BRINGING A UNIQUE
CHARACTERISTIC TO THE EXISTING
NEIGHBOURHOOD CONTEXT. DARK TONED
SMOOTH FACED ELEMENTS AT BALCONY FASCIAS
ACCENT THE FACADE WITH WARM HUES
CONTRASTING THE SURROUNDING WHITE FRAME
COMPONENTS. MATERIALS CONSIST OF A BLEND OF
BRICK, CEMENTITIOUS CLADDING AND WOOD TRIM
WITH SMOOTH PANEL AND FRAME ELEMENTS
ALONG THE UPPER EXTERIOR THAT INTERFACES
WITH THE PUBLIC REALM WITH ENHANCED VIEWS
ALLOWING RESIDENTS TO EXPERIENCE THE
OUTDOORS WHILE MAINTAINING PRIVACY WITHIN
THEIR HOMES.

MMAASSSSIINNGG,,  FFOORRMM  &&  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERR

THE PROJECT CONSISTS OF A 107-UNIT, 6-STOREY
WOOD FRAME MID -RISE APARTMENT BUILDING ON
A 3-LEVEL BELOW GRADE CONCRETE PARKADE.

PPRROOJJEECCTT  DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN

CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL
DESIGN PRINCIPLES (CPTED) HAVE BEEN
INCORPORATED INTO THE DESIGN THROUGH
NATURAL SURVEILLANCE THROUGHOUT THE
PERIMETER AND PARKADE LEVELS BY MEANS OF
CLEARVIEWING LINES FROM RESIDENTIAL UNITS
AND BALCONIES, ELIMINATION OF ALL POTENTIAL
DARK AREAS AND ACCESSES/EXITS, CLEARLY
DEFINED MAIN ENTRANCES, SECURITY CAMERA
SYSTEM PLUS KEY FOBS AT ALL SECURED ACCESS
POINTS, AND SECURE AND FULLY ACCESSIBLE
PARKING.

CCRRIIMMEE  PPRREEVVEENNTTIIOONN

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY IS ADDRESSED
WITHIN THE DEVELOPMENT BY THE PROVISION OF
BIKE RACKS AND BIKE STORAGE, CHARGING
STATIONS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES, LIGHT
POLLUTION REDUCTION BY MEANS OF DARK SKY
COMPLIANT EXTERIOR LIGHTING SYSTEMS, WATER
EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING AND PLUMBING
SYSTEMS, NATURAL VENTILATION THROUGH
OPERABLE WINDOWS AND ENERGY EFFICENT HVAC
SYSTEMS, STORAGE AND COLLECTION OF
RECYCLABLES, RENEWABLE BASED WOOD
BUILDING MATERIALS AND HEAT ISLAND EFFECT
REDUCTION BY MINIMIZING SURFACE PARKING
AND MAXIMIZING DENSITY.

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBIILLIITTYY
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Applications under review are 
those that are currently being 
reviewed by staff. Applications 
that have received conditional 
approval (e.g. approval-in-
principle) are presented in the 
next section.

80% of residential applications 
under review in mid-2026 are for 
multi-unit projects (townhouse or 
apartment).

All housing types currently under 
review are below the 5-year 
average.

	> The total number of lots/units under review increased slightly in the first of the half of the 
year, but remains down from the peak observed in 2021 and below the 5-year average.  

Total ICI floor area under review in 
2026 is up slightly from 2025 but 
remains below the 5-year average.

ICI Applications Under Review
Institutional, Commercial, & Industrial Floor SpaceSingle Detached, Townhouse, & Apartment Units

Commercial and industrial floor 
area under review is below the 
5-year average, while institutional 
has ticked up due to an 
application for a new school.

	> Total in-stream Institutional, Commercial, and Industrial floor space currently under 
review is below the 5-year average. This likely reflects a lack of industrial land 
available for new development.
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Residential Applications Under Review
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Total Floor Space Conditionally Approved
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Conditional Approval

Note: Up until the 2025 Annual 
Report, development applications 
that had received conditional 
approval were grouped with 
those that were ‘Under Review’. 
The reports now differentiate 
between the two to provide a 
more comprehensive look at the 
development pipeline.

Conditonally approved refers 
to projects that have received 
3rd reading from Council and/or 
Development Permit Approval-
in-Principle (AIP) and/or 
Subdivision Preliminary Layout 
Approval (PLA). Prior to receiving 
final approval, these projects 
must satisfy their conditions of 
approval (e.g. works & services).

All but 5 housing units that 
were conditionally approved in 
2026 are multi-unit projects 
(townhouse and apartment). This 
includes 48 Supportive Housing 
units.

Conditionally approved ICI floor 
area is below the 5-year average.

Conditional Approval
Single Family (Lots), Townhouse, & Apartment (Units) Institutional, Commercial, & Industrial Floor Space

	> The number of residential units conditionally approved in the first half of 2026 is 
down relative to the past few years.

	> Conditionally approved ICI floor area in the first half of 2026 was limited to one three-
storey commercial building in the Historic Downtown.
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Conditionally Approved Residential Applications
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GLADSTONE AT HOON PARK

33270 Marshall Road, Abbotsford

Beacon Park Homes Ltd. #8066
- 12th Avenue, Burnaby, B.C.
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2025-03-21 3 PRELIM. CITY DISCUSSION
2025-03-31 4 FOR DISCUSSION
2025-04-23 5 FOR COORDINATION
2025-05-15 6 FOR DP SUBMISSION

HOON PARK RESIDENCES
33270 MARSHALL RD, ABBOTSFORD

PROJECT INFO

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
LOT 256,PLAN NWP36371, SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 16, 
NEW WESTMINSTER LAND DISTRICT

CIVIC ADDRESS:
33270 MARSHALL RD, ABBOTSFORD

ZONING INFORMATION:
ZONE:
EXISTING: URBAN RESIDENTIOAL ZONE (RS3)
PROPOSED: MID RISE APARTMENT ZONE (RMM)

LOT AREA:
GROSS SITE AREA - 1.65 AC. / 6,667.49 SQM
DEDICATION - 0.11 AC. / 428.6 SQM
NET SITE AREA - 1.54 AC. / 6,238.89 SQM

PROJECT DIRECTORY

CLIENT:
BEACON PARK HOMES LTD.
8068- 12TH AVENUE, BURNABY,B.C.
CONTACT: DEVINDER MAAN
T: 604.614.6767
Beaconparkhomes@gmail.com

ARCHITECTURAL (COORDINATING 
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL) :
DF ARCHITECTURE INC.
350 - 10851 SHELLBRIDGE WAY 
RICHMOND, BC V6X 3Z6
CONTACT: DEEPINDER SINGH 
T: 604.284.5194
deep@dfarchitecture.ca 

LANDSCAPE:
PMG LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
LTD.
C100 4185 STILL CREEK DR.
BURNABY, BC V5C 6G9
T: 604 294 0011
CONTACT: BENJAMIN ALDABA
ben@pmglandscape.com
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McKee Rd
193 Units

This plan and design are, and at all times 
remain the exclusive property of Formwerks 
Architectural Inc. and cannot be used or 
reproduced without written consent by 
Formwerks Architectural Inc. Written 
dimensions shall have precedence over 
scaled dimensions. Contractors shall verify 
and be responsible for all dimensions and 
conditions on the job. Formwerks 
Architectural Inc. shall be informed of any 
variation from the dimensions and conditions 
on the drawing.
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POLYGON MCKEE ROAD HOMES LTD.
900-1333 WEST BROADWAY
VANCOUVER BC V6H 4C2

TEL 871 4181

ISSUED FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMIT
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Location, Transportation, and Community Context
 
The proposed development is on a 512,677 square-foot site located at McKee Road. The surrounding context is a mix of 
multi-family and single family dwellings. The established community is surrounded by schools, bike paths, parks, trails, and  
recreational areas. Within close to proximity to community amenities and essential services, the proposed development 
will be able to contribute and benefit from this growing community. 

Built Form

We are proposing a total of 45 residential buildings and a shared amenity space. Working with the natural topography 
and maximizing the mountain views to the north, the site features three and four story ground-oriented townhomes with 
front doors facing the street or internal road. 

Access to site is off New City Road. On the west site, a 9’-10 1/8” (3.0 meters) setback is proposed along Mckee Road. A 
14'-9 1/8" (4.5 meters) setback is proposed along New City Road and the south side of the site, adjacent to the 
neighbouring properties. A 14'-9 1/8" (4.5 meters) setback is proposed along the west side of the site. 14'-9 1/8" (4.5 
meters) setbacks are proposed for the East site.

Housing and Livability

We are proposing a total of 45 townhomes that have been thoughfully designed to fit a variety of housing needs. The 
townhome include: 193 three and four bedroom units that range from 1380 - 2095 square-feet. Each unit has an 
attached two-car garage, for a total of 386 residential parking spaces and 49 visitor stalls, meeting the required number 
of parking stalls.  

Private outdoor space is provided through front and rear yards, decks, and patios. At the entry of the west site, a 3184 
square-foot amenity building provides a indoor space for fitness, gatherings and celebrations. Located just outside the 
amenity building, a children's playground and outdoor lounge area provides a space for the community to gather. 

Architectural Style 

The project features craftsman architecture that compliments and incorporates the form and character of the 
neighbourhood. The craftsman style is showcased through gable and shed roofs, vertical window proportions and bay 
windows. The style is further articulated through wood brackets and accent trims. 

Architectural separation is created through the variation of building types, architectural details, and colour schemes. 
Unifying materials and colour palette, including the selective use of fibre cement panels, shingles, and horizontal siding 
provides a cohesive architectural style.

TH
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See p. 23 for details
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Approval & Issuance
Number of Residential Lots/Units Approved

	> The number of housing units approved in 2026 is down from 2025 but still up 
substantially from previous years. New apartment units continue to 
drive housing unit growth.

Approved lots/units refers to 
applications which received 
either subdivision approval or an 
issued development permit.

93% of new housing units 
approved in the first half of 2026 
are apartment units.

Approval & Issuance
New ICI Floor Area Approved

Overall, approved ICI (Industrial, 
Commercial, and Institutional) floor 
area remains down compared to 
the previous 5 years. 

	> Total approved ICI (Industrial, Commercial, and Institutional) floor area is down from 
from previous years. This likely reflects a lack of industrial land available for new 
development.
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City of Abbotsford

Sumas Prairie

Matsqui Prairie

Bradner -
Mt. Lehman

Aberdeen

South Poplar

Sumas
Mountain

West
Abbotsford

See p. 29 for details
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2760 Gladwin Rd
196 m2 commercial + 71 units
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2026

2026

77

Construction
Building Permits (Number)

	> The number of building permits issued has been trending down since 2021.
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*Note: historical building permit values have been revised from previous reports to remove plumbing 
permits. Plumbing permit construction value is captured in the building permit construction value in 
accordance with Building Bylaw, 2018. 

Agricultural Commercial Single Family Multi-Family Industrial Institutional Other

20
25

20
25

20
25

20
25

20
25

20
25

20
25

400

600

1,000

800

1,200

1,400

1,600

Total Building Permits Issued

2021 2022 2023 2024

MID-YEAR 5-YEAR AVGANNUAL

609
542 597

1,235 1,189
1,142 1,052

550

2025 

468 509

958
20

26
YT

D

YT
D

YT
D

YT
D

YT
D

YT
D

YT
D

20
26

20
26

20
26

20
26

20
26

20
26

Multi-family residential permit 
values continue to provide the 
biggest contribution to total permit 
values. 

Institutional permit values have 
already exceeded 2025 due to a 
large church expansion on Downes 
Rd.

Building Permits (Value)

	> Total construction value is at the second highest mid-year level on 
record, behind only 2024.
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5-YEAR AVG
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Apartment unit construction has 
already exceeded the 5-year 
annual average.

84% of residential units issued 
building permits so far in 2026 
are apartments.

New residential unit construction 
increased significantly over the 
past 2 years, which reflects 
the high rate of development 
approvals in 2024 and 2025.
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Issed building permits for 
insitutional floor area has already 
exceeded the 5-year annual 
average, due to a large church 
expansion. 

The number of building 
inspections conducted so far in 
2026 is generally consistent with, 
although lower than, the previous 
5 years. 

Total Number of Building Inspections

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

5,262

6,188

Building Inspections

5,678

6,302

11,364 11,491 11,783
10,964 10,767

4,995
5,406

9,
59

8

2,
12

3 14
,8

83

5-YEAR ANNUAL AVG

20262021 2022 2023 2024

MID-YEAR 5-YEAR ANNUAL AVGANNUAL

2025 

1,728

1,079



34 35PDS MID YEAR REPORT  2026Planning & Development Services

See p. 36-37 for details
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Agricultural Land Reserve

First Nations

1

Building permit applications for new 
construction and improvements 
(with a construction value of 
$50,000 and greater) approved in 
2025. Includes new single family 
dwellings (including secondary 
suites and coach houses), multi-
family, mixed use developments, 
agricultural, commercial, industrial, 
and institutional construction/floor 
space.

Excludes permits for blasting, 
antenna, communication tower, 
signage, sprinklers, site services, 
swimming pools, retaining  walls  
and noise variance.

Agricultural

Single Family

Institutional

Industrial
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McKee

Historic
Downtown

UDistrict

1

Building permit applications for new 
construction and improvements 
(with a construction value of 
$50,000 and greater) approved in 
2025. Includes new single family 
dwellings (including secondary 
suites and coach houses), multi-
family, mixed use developments, 
agricultural, commercial, industrial, 
and institutional construction/floor 
space.

Excludes permits for blasting, 
antenna, communication tower, 
signage, sprinklers, site services, 
swimming pools, retaining  walls  
and noise variance.

Marshall - 
McCallum

South
Poplar

Issued Building Permits
New Construction & Improvements
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Single Family

Multi-Family
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2026 Initiatives

For updated information 
on our planning initiatives, 
please visit: 

abbotsford.ca/business-
development/community-
planning

APR

The OCP Housekeeping 
project cleaned up a small 
number of errors and 
omissions and improved 
plan clarity following the 
Abbotsforward 2050 
planning process that 
concluded in 2025.

Q1

OCP Housekeeping
On March 10, 2026 Council directed staff to move forward with an 
OCP housekeeping amendment to address necessary revisions and 
undertake associated community engagement.

Development Application Process Review
Staff continued to work on implementing the short-term initiatives 
identified in the DAPR report, including digitization and modernization of 
development applications; alternative public notification; delegation of 
minor development variance permits; replacing development agreements 
with servicing agreements; and reviewing the development application 
review team (DART) terms of reference.

Public Notice Bylaw
In accordance with Council direction resulting from the DAPR report, staff 
began identifying potential updates to the public notification process, 
including posting on the City’s website, and distributing through a 
subscription based email service. Transitioning public notices in this way 
is anticipated to provide greater flexibility to the City, improve community 
accessibility and awareness, and provide opportunities to increase the 
amount of information available to residents.

Public Notice Bylaw
On June 16, 2026 Council gave three readings to the Public Notice Bylaw, 
which will take effect in January 2027.

Delegated Minor Variance Permits
In accordance with Council direction resulting from the DAPR report, staff 
began exploring potential updates to the City’s delegation framework to 
include minor development variance permits. This involved developing 
criteria of what defines ‘minor’ and guidelines to assist the delegated 
official’s review.

Zoning Bylaw Housekeeping
On May 26, 2026 Council gave three readings to the Zoning Bylaw 
Housekeeping amendments and directed staff to refer the bylaw to the 
Ministry of Transportation and Transit for approval.

Zoning Bylaw Housekeeping
On June 16, 2026 Council adopted the Zoning Bylaw housekeeping 
amendments, concluding the project.

OCP Housekeeping	
As directed by Council, staff undertook community engagement 
associated with the OCP Housekeeping amendment throughout April 
2026. Engagement included utilizing the City’s Let’s Talk Abbotsford online 
engagement platform, School District notification letters, presentation 
to Council’s Development, Transportation, & Infrastructure Advisory 
Committee (DTIAC), and a Public Information Meeting.

OCP Housekeeping	
On May 12, 2026, Council gave first and second readings to the OCP 
Housekeeping amendment bylaw and advanced the bylaw to an upcoming 
public hearing. Prior to the public hearing staff referred the bylaw to local 
school districts.The Zoning Bylaw 

Housekeeping project 
identified opportunities 
to clarify some of the 
new regulations adopted 
alongside the Abbotsforward 
2050 planning process.

OCP Housekeeping & 
Zoning Bylaw Housekeeping 
Throughout early 2026 staff monitored implementation of the new 
OCP and Zoning Bylaw regulations to identify areas for improvement. A 
range of policies, regulations, and map amendments were identified as 
opportunities to enhance clarity and correct minor errors and omissions.

JAN 

FEB

MAR

Q2

MAY

JUN

Density Bonus Update
As directed by Council, staff undertook an engagement process regarding 
updating the density bonus program to enable in-kind affordable housing 
contributions, as required by provincial legislation.

Density Bonus Update
On June 23, 2026 Council adopted updates to the Zoning Bylaw and the 
Reserve Funds Establishement Bylaw to implement required changes to 
the density bonus program.

The Density Bonus 
Update is in response to 
new provincial legislation 
that requires density bonus 
programs to include an 
option to provide in-kind 
affordable housing in 
exchange for bonus density. 
In addition, provincial 
legislation also introduced 
new requirements for 
preparing density bonus 
programs, which this project 
responds to.

The Development 
Application Process 
Review project builds on the 
Building Division’s D3 project 
by examining the processes 
in place to receive, assess 
and approve a broad range 
of development applications. 
This review is to streamline 
processes, and is driven by 
a strong desire to enhance 
customer service and reduce 
timelines. 
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Provincial Housing Targets
In September 2023, the City received a Housing Target Order under the 
Province’s Housing Supply Act. The order requires that 7,240 net new housing 
units be built in Abbotsford by September 2028. The annual (cumulative) 
breakdown of required housing units is seen below (Year 1-5).

Annual reports to the Province are required to demonstrate progress towards 
the target. The reporting periods are from October 1-September 30 annually.

Through Year 2 of the Housing 
Target Order, the City has 
issued occupancy for 1,468 
net new units, 67% of the 
cumulative target so far (2,186 
units).

The Year 2 total of 866 units 
was significantly higher than 
Year 1 (602 units), so the 
City is trending in the right 
direction.

In addition to completed 
housing units, the City has 
been approving a volume of 
development applications that 
is consistent with meeting the 
target over time.

The Year 3 reporting period 
ends on September 30, 2026. 
An update on progress will be 
provided in the 2026 Annual 
Report.
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Year 5 
7,240

Year 4
 5,224

Year 3 
3,563

Year 2 
2,186

Year 1 
1,022 1,468

2,163

1,942

2,527
units conditionally 
approved

units approved 
(subdivision or 
development permit)

units issued a 
building permit but 
not yet completed

net new units 
(received occupancy/
final inspection)
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