Flood Waste Sorting Information
Waste Preparation & Disposal Information

Picking up the pieces and restoring homes and lives in the wake of a flood is one of the
toughest things people ever have to face. Following a flood, it is important to restore your home
as soon as possible so your health is protected and further damage to your home and its
contents are prevented. There will be a lot of waste generated during recovery process and the
City of Abbotsford is working hard on a plan to take care of all the waste. Until a plan is in place,
please store your waste at your property or take it to one of the places listed in the Waste
Wizard.
Information on how to safely dispose or recycle items encountered through the cleanup process
is outlined in the following sections. Try to keep your waste in sorted piles to make it faster and
easier when dropping off.
Up-to-date recycling and disposal information can be obtained through the City’s Waste Wizard
or by calling the RCBC Recycling Hotline at 1-800-667-4321 (available Monday through Friday,
9:00am to 4:00pm).
Recyclable Items
The items listed in the below table can be dropped off for free recycling if special preparation
instructions are followed.
To prepare items for recycling
Take the item outside and scrape off any sediment or dirt before hosing it off with water. If no
sediment or dirt is present then no further preparation is required.
Material
Large appliances
Small appliances &
electric power tools
Electronics
Lighting &
residential lighting
fixtures
Scrap metal

Motorized Vehicles
Tires

Examples
Ovens, stoves, dishwashers, washer,
dryer, etc.
Microwaves, toasters, blenders,
heaters, weed eater, drill, etc.
Stereos, televisions, VCRs, DVD
players, computers and peripheral
accessories, telephones, etc.
Light bulbs, floor lamps, table lamps,
residential lighting fixtures, etc.

Recycling Drop Off Options
Coming Soon

Ferrous metals (structural steel and
steel framing), non-ferrous metals (e.g.
wiring and conduit), plumbing (e.g.,
pipes and fixtures) and HVAC material
(e.g., ductwork and motors).
Cars, trucks, motorcycles, RVs, etc.
All tires that have been separated from
the vehicle to which they belonged.

Click for Locations

Coming Soon
Coming Soon
Coming Soon

Click for Locations
Coming Soon

Items for Disposal
These items must be taken to a waste transfer station or other drop off location.
Material
Mattresses &
boxsprings
Non-Motorized
Recreational
Vehicles
Construction &
demolition debris

Insulation
Flooring
Wood

Examples
Mattresses and boxsprings that have
been exposed to floodwater.
Campers and trailers
Note: Septic tanks should be drained
and propane tanks removed before
towing to disposal location.
Building debris including aggregate
(concrete, brick, or block), roofing,
siding, wallboard, window coverings,
plastic pipes, heating/ventilation
components, air conditioning
systems/components, etc.
Loose or batt insulation that was wet.
Ceramic tile, sheet vinyl, laminate, solid
wood floors, carpet, underlay, etc.
Decks, fences, gazebos, playground
equipment, docks, and landscape uses.
Wood can be treated, untreated,
painted, stained, etc.

Disposal Drop Off Options
Click for Locations
Click for Locations

Click for Locations

Click for Locations
Click for Locations
Click for Locations

Items with Special Instructions

Drywall

Replace drywall at least half a metre above the high water line. For ease of disposal, all drywall
is being treated as being pre-1990, unless the drywall has a legible date stamp post 1990. It is
recommended that homeowners contact an abatement company to safely and properly manage
the removal and safe disposal. If residents choose to undertake the drywall removal
themselves, the drywall would need to be double bagged in special heavy duty drywall disposal
bags where the bag opening is tied gooseneck style with the base of the tail sealed with duct
tape. Detailed preparation and bagging instructions can be viewed on Metro Vancouver’s
website.
Drywall bags, along with clean up kits and personal protective equipment, are available for free
at the Return Home Centre at the Tradex (1190 Cornell Street). The drywall bags can also be
purchased from many local hardware retailers including Blackwood’s, Rona and Lordco.
Related Asbestos Containing Material Information
• BC Ministry of Health
• WorksafeBC brochure for homeowners
• WorksafeBC brochure on asbestos

Food

Food should be disposed of unless it has been packaged in waterproof containers that can be
easily cleaned and sanitized. It is hard to make food safe to eat if it has been exposed to

floodwaters, especially if it has become heavily contaminated. Washing, sanitizing and properly
cooking food may not destroy dangerous bacteria and chemical contaminants.
Throw out all perishable foods that have been exposed to temperatures above 4°C for more
than 2 hours such as, meat, poultry, eggs and dairy products. Fresh vegetables, fruit and boxed
foods should be thrown out. Refrigerated foods that were not exposed to flood water and
remained below 4oC can be kept.
Canned goods that have a damaged seal, bloated can, or show signs of seepage should be
thrown out. Undamaged canned goods can be kept if they are thoroughly washed and
sanitized. Products in jars, including home preserves, should be thrown away because the area
under the seal cannot be properly disinfected. Previously opened bottled food and drink
products should also be thrown out.
Empty containers and packaging can be rinsed and placed in curbside recycling, and any
spoiled food can be placed in curbside compost. If food has been exposed to floodwater or
stored at higher temperatures for an extended period of time, it is recommended that the
containers are not opened and the entire container and contents is placed in regular garbage.

Clothing

Most clothing, linens and bedding can be cleaned for reuse, but this will depend on how long the
clothing was exposed to floodwater. If items were exposed for a short period of time, scrape
heavy dirt from items, rinse, and then wash them several times with detergent before placing in
the dryer. All-purpose detergents such as Tide, Wisk and Cheer work well on moderately or
more heavily soiled textiles. Use a diluted solution of chlorine bleach (10 parts water to 1 part
bleach) to disinfect textiles that are safe for chlorine. Clean and dry textiles that are stained or
torn can be dropped off for recycling (view the Waste Wizard for a location near you). Clothing
that is wet or moldy, or was exposed to floodwaters for an extended period of time, should be
disposed of in your regular garbage.

Furniture

Furniture made of plastic, metal or solid wood that has been exposed to floodwater can be
salvaged. If the item is dirty from flooding sediment or dirt, take it outside, scrape off the dirt
and give it a quick rinse with water. Then clean and sanitize it before allowing it to slowly dry
away from direct sunlight.
Items such as particleboard furniture, cushions and furniture coverings can hold onto moisture
and cause bacteria and mold to grow. These items should be dropped off for safe disposal.
View the Waste Wizard for locations accepting these materials near you.

Prescription and Over-the-Counter Medications

Dispose of all prescription medication and medicine that has been exposed to floodwater.
Medications that are required to be refrigerated should be safely disposed of and replaced to
ensure they are still effective. View the Waste Wizard for locations accepting medications for
disposal near you.

Books, Photographs & Papers

Prop books open and allow to air-dry. Most photographs can be air-dried, face up. If these
cannot be salvaged, dispose of them in your regular garbage.

To salvage important documents, put them in the freezer immediately. Later, allow them to thaw
and lift off each page as it thaws. Consult your lawyer to determine if the actual documents are
important to save, or just the information on the documents.

Green Waste / Vegetative Debris

This material includes trees, branches, shrubs, logs and brush. These items can be cut to size
and placed inside your green compost cart with the lid completely closed. Large items or items
not cut to size can be dropped off at a composting facility. Yard waste coupons allow for free
drop off of material at the Net Zero Waste composting facility located at 5050 Gladwin Road,
Abbotsford.

Domestic Pesticides

This includes liquid, solid and aerosol pesticides made for residential use only. Maximum
container size is 10 litres. Maximum aerosol container size is 680 g / 24 oz. To be accepted,
pesticides must be in the original container that contains the poison symbol (i.e., skull and
crossbones), the Pest Control Product (PCP) number, and the word ‘domestic’ on the label.
View the Waste Wizard for locations accepting domestic pesticides near you.

Gasoline and Other Flammable Liquids

This material includes liquid and aerosol flammable liquids made for residential use only.
Gasoline is only accepted in a ULC-approved gas can or jerry can and the gasoline container
cannot be returned to you at drop off. Maximum container size for gasoline is 25 litres.
Maximum of 10 containers accepted per person per day. Stale or old gasoline contaminated
with oil or water is also accepted.
For other flammable liquids the maximum container size is 10 litres and the maximum aerosol
container size is 680 g / 24 oz. To be accepted, these liquids must be in the original container
that contains the flammable symbol or a phrase similar to ‘keep away from open spark or flame’.
Examples include acetone, lighter fluid, degreasers, liquid adhesives, lubricants, furniture
stripper, kerosene, methanol, methyl hydrate, mineral spirits, paint and varnish remover, paint
stripper, paint thinner, turpentine, varsol, etc.
View the Waste Wizard for locations accepting flammable liquids near you.

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

These items include cleaning agents, corrosive cleaners (e.g., drain opener, bleach, etc.),
disinfectants, caulking compound, diesel, butane, fertilizer, insect repellants, pet products,
swimming pool or hot tub chemicals, leaking or improperly sealed products, and any material in
unidentifiable, unknown, unlabeled and non-original containers. The City is working on
providing a safe disposal option for these materials and information will be shared as soon as it
becomes available. In the interim, please temporarily store these materials in a dry and secure
place.

Sandbags

Sand and sandbags that have been in contact with floodwater may have been exposed to
bacteria, hazardous chemicals, sewage, septic waste, and oil or fuel products. Because of the
possibility of contamination and the health and environmental risks it poses, sand from
sandbags should never be used in playgrounds, sandboxes or other areas where there might be
direct human contact. Do not dispose of sand in lakes, rivers, wetlands, floodplains, parks or

other environmentally sensitive or protected areas. Sand should be dropped off for disposal.
View the Waste Wizard for locations accepting this material near you.
Clean, filled sandbags that have not come in contact with floodwater can be saved and reused
at other flood sites. However, mold can become a problem if they are stored when still damp so
ensure sand bags are dried out as much as possible before storage. Empty sandbags can be
disposed of in regular garbage.

