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Highlights of note:
•

•

Mayor Henry Braun

Why Abbotsford
and why now?
The need for cities to engage in robust,
comprehensive economic strategies has
never been as imperative as it is today.
Economic development of human
capital, critical infrastructure, regional
competitiveness, social inclusion, health,
safety and literacy are recognized as vital
components for towns and cities to reach
their maximum potential.
Which is why the City of Abbotsford
has taken such a forward stance on
economic development opportunities.

Abbotsford is a modern city with a vibrant economy
that combines the hospitality of a small town with
the services of a large urban centre and an allimportant diversified business base. In fact, the
Conference Board of Canada has identified the local
economy of Abbotsford as one of the most diverse
in the country. Why is that?
Abbotsford is regionally and geographically
positioned as a hub city for the Fraser Valley and
boasts many compelling economic attractors
including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Abbotsford International Airport (YXX)
University of the Fraser Valley
Border access
Corridor to the interior
Rail access
Pre-serviced industrial lands
Regional Hospital and Cancer Centre

Our Abbotsforward Official Community Plan Update
project had almost 7,000 interactions with residents
and stakeholders about the future of Abbotsford and
this resulted in 7 Big Ideas and a draft plan for how
our city will grow to a population of 200,000.
The Abbotsford International Airport offers 7 flights
per day on WestJet connecting to an entire global
network via one stop, as well as a seasonal service to
Las Vegas and Puerto Vallarta and daily direct service
to Toronto starting June 26th on Air Canada rouge.

•

The City is partnering with the University of the Fraser
Valley on creating a neighbourhood plan for the
desirable UDistrict area in the city.

•

The City hosted its first-ever Business Walks tour last
fall, with plans for the 2nd annual Business Walks this
September.

•

The City of Abbotsford won an “Open for 		
Business Award,” from the provincial government,
recognizing communities who are taking initiatives
and making partnerships to reduce the cost and
complexity of doing business in BC.

•

Abbotsford is gearing up to host the 2016 BC Summer
Games. This event will bring 3,000 athletes into
our community, plus coaches, officials, visitors and
tourists, and could infuse more than $2 million into
the local economy.

•

The City installed fibre optic network through the
community in 2016.

•

Construction is underway for the McCallum Junction
development (approx 130,000 ft2 ) of retail and
entertainment, including Cabela’s (70,000 ft2 ).

•

Abbotsford made significant progress in utilizing
Housing First approaches toward addressing the issue
of homelessness within our community by opening
a 40 bed temporary response shelter with local
partnerships.

Building the hub.
“Abbotsford is regionally and
geographically positioned as a Hub cCty
for the Fraser Valley.”
Mayor Henry Braun
Our Vision
The City of Abbotsford will be the
regional centre for communities
in the Fraser Valley. The City will
be home to regionally centralized
services and agencies including
health care, courts, transportation,
university, airport, provincial and
federal government, entertainment
and cultural facilities, and
commerce.
Our Mission
We strive to continually improve the quality
of life within our community by delivering
key services for current and future
generations.

Our Values
By living its values the City of Abbotsford
strives to be an organization recognized
for its excellence in city governance and
employee, citizen and customer relations.
To provide excellence in service delivery,
we have a role in understanding our
business and fostering a corporate culture
that sets the highest standard of integrity,
professionalism and ethical behavior. We
act with character and integrity and do
our best to understand the perspectives
of Abbotsford residents while delivering
services.

Be part of the story.
“The vision endorsed by this Council is that the
City of Abbotsford become the regional hub of
the Fraser Valley. We will align our focus and
operations to meet this goal..”
Mayor Henry Braun
•

In 2015, City Council endorsed a new City
of Abbotsford 2015-2018 Strategic Plan,
establishing an exciting vision for the City and
providing direction and guidance as the City
develops.

Four Cornerstones

Abbotsforward

To meet this vision, Council has developed four
cornerstones to achieve economic prosperity.

The City of Abbotsford is undertaking
a once in a generation opportunity
to shape the community through the
Abbotsforward project, an update
to the City’s Official Community Plan
(OCP). The completion of the OCP
will help shape the community as it
grows and provides the certainty that
investors are looking for.

VIBRANT ECONOMY
VIBRANT
ECONOMY

At the core of the 2015-2018 Strategic Plan is
Council’s overall vision for the City. This vision sees
Abbotsford as a preferred destination for businesses
and residents alike; the Hub of the Fraser Valley.
As the Hub of the Fraser Valley, the City of
Abbotsford will be the regional centre for
communities in the Fraser Valley. Abbotsford
will be home to regionally centralized services
and agencies including health care, courts,
transportation, the university, airport, provincial and
federal government, entertainment and cultural
facilities, and commerce.
To achieve this vision, four Cornerstones have
been created to support and focus the work of
Council and the City:

FISCAL DISCIPLINE
FISCAL
DISCIPLINE

The City of Abbotsford is transparent
and accountable to citizens,
information is easily accessible
and residents are well informed on
Council’s priorities.

COMPLETE COMMUNITY
COMPLETE
COMMUNITY

1. A Vibrant Economy
2. Fiscal Discipline

The City of Abbotsford is a community of
inclusive, safe and green neighbourhoods,
connected to convenient and affordable
transportation and vibrant commercial
centres, built on the foundation of our
cultural heritage and natural beauty.

ORGANIZATIONAL
ALIGNMENT

3. A Complete Community
4. Organizational Alignment
The Strategic Plan aligns all municipal planning
decisions and guides departmental business

The City of Abbotsford is a regional
hub of creativity and innovation where
talent, investment and business thrive.

ORGANIZATIONAL
ALIGNMENT

The City of Abbotsford has strong,
consistent governance and aligned
operations.

Following a successful launch in 2014, Abbotsforward
continued to progress with broad community engagement
activities including an online survey, road show booths,
neighbourhood walks, stakeholder and committee
workshops, a speaker event, and Citizen Advisory
Commission meetings. Through all of these activities,
almost 7,000 interactions have been had with residents
and stakeholders about the future of Abbotsford and
resulted in 7 Big Ideas and a draft plan for how the city
will grow to a population of 200,000 people.

7 Big Ideas
Create a City Centre
Establish Distinct and Complete
Neighbourhoods
Make Walking, Biking and
Transit Delightful
Make Places for People
Improve Natural and Built
Systems
Enhance Agricultural Integrity

Make the Plan Work

View the Draft Plan at www.abbotsforward.ca
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Tomorrow’s Thinking Today

Business Walks Program

The City of Abbotsford Economic Development
Department (CAED) has been developing innovative
programs and gathering vital information in order to
attract new businesses and industries to Abbotsford as
well as support the needs of existing businesses. Our
creative, energetic Economic Development team provides
one-on-one support to businesses, connecting them with
the contacts, resources and information they need to
thrive and grow in Abbotsford.

During 2015, Economic Development created the City of Abbotsford Business
Retention and Expansion (BR&E) program, which focuses on building relationships
with the approximately 6,500 licenced businesses in the community. As part of the
program, staff led an inaugural business walk across three locations in Abbotsford
to “take the temperature” of businesses in the community. Thirty-eight volunteers –
from elected officials to representatives from business organizations – participated
and connected with 143 businesses located in Historic Downtown, Clearbrook/South
Fraser Way, and Peardonville Industrial area.

GROWING POPULATION

Current population 141,500.
From 1991 to 2011 there was a
51% increase in population.
Median age of 37.9 years old,
less than the BC average.

“As ambassadors for economic growth, we’ve had a busy first year of
establishing some forward-thinking and engaging tools, driven by 21st
Century technology.”
- Wendy Dupley, Executive Director, Economic Development

•

•

Ñ

•

Abbotsford is the most
strategically positioned
community within
Greater Vancouver.

Abbotsford’s transportation
network provides affordable,
highly efficient access to the
whole of Canada, the US
Pacific Northwest and
Asia Pacific.

The purpose of the program is to connect support agencies to business, share key
challenges and opportunities with local decision makers, and identify businesses
requiring more comprehensive follow up from Economic Development – all with the
goal of fostering business growth in the community.

58%

Abbotsford: A Global Destination

Why Abbotsford attracts global
business:

International investment is one of the keys to building
a vibrant economy for Abbotsford. It provides
jobs, creates economic growth and development
and stimulates business growth.

of businesses rate ‘Location’ as #1 reason
for doing business in Abbotsford

Q

Hospitalh

University¨

Abbotsford is a diverse, livable community within
one of the most desired global hubs in the world.

ever International Business Attraction Strategy. The
plan focuses on how to share Abbotsford’s story with
the international community as the city positions
itself to be a global destination in years to come. By
leveraging Abbotsford’s key international assets and
building on the strengths of our core industry sectors,
the strategy defines Abbotsford’s competitive
advantage for investment and doing business.
Entitled “Flying Higher in Abbotsford,” the strategy
document is available at:caed.abbotsford.ca/locatehere/caed-resource-library/.

25%

of businesses rate ‘Clientele’ as #2 reason
for doing business in Abbotsford

93%

of Abbotsford Businesses
indicated ‘Steady’ or ’Increasing’
business growth

OVER 70 BUSINESSES
have been identified for
follow up support

71%

of businesses interviewed do NOT have a
succession plan

Smart Tools

Key International
Assets
CAED recently launched the City of Abbotsford’s first

Airport

Business Walk Program finds

Niche
Manufacturing

THRIVING
SECTORS

Agriculture

Tech
Sector
Aerospace

A key feature of the CAED website is the site’s live chat capability
– the first of its kind for Economic Development departments in
Canada – which connects clients directly to a team member for an
immediate response.
Integrated into the website is an innovative Geographic
Information System (GIS) planning tool that provides up-to-date
real estate, demographic, and industry data to help businesses and
site selection professionals choose optimal geographic locations
through powerful online mapping analysis. With all of the critical data
that is easily accessed, this interactive site simplifies the process of
relocating or expanding a business. Abbotsford is the first city in BC
to offer this resource.
Visit the new Economic Development website at
www.caed.abbotsford.ca.
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DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY

2015 State of the City

Construction Value of Building Permits

The 2015 State of the City shows where we are today with a snapshot of population and a total city-wide
inventory of residential, commercial and industrial units and floor space.

60%

$300,000,000

CONSTRUCTION
VALUE
FROM 2014

$200,000,000

$169,648,771

$208,446,275

$185,562,623

$296,704,479

$0

$260,802,573

$100,000,000

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Total construction
value of issued building
permits in 2015 ($297
million) increased 60%
from 2014, and was the
highest of the previous
5 years. It also exceeded
both the 5 year ($225
million) and 10 year
($247 million) averages.

Since the population has been steadily increasing over the past 10 years, we need to know what kind of
housing, and the amount of commercial and industrial floor space is available to service the population
and ensure there’s room for places of employment.
This 2015 information will be used as a baseline to which future annual growth and development can be
compared.
145,000

5 yr avg

10 yr avg

IN-STREAM DEVELOPMENT
APPLICATIONS

85% 15%
MULTI - FAMILY SINGLE FAMILY

most industrial activity in the last 10

In 2015 issued residential
building permits included:
• 499 single detached
units (includes secondary

years with over 29,000 m2 of
floor space approved in 2015

•
•

141,500

140,000
135,000

a detached home
in Abbotsford was

125,000

2005

2010

31,150 single detached units
(includes 4,740 accessory suites)
Source: City of Abbotsford

6,100 single attached units
Source: City of Abbotsford

2015

$493,359
Fraser Valley

$720,138

Metro Vancouver

$1,455,244

850,000 m2
(9,130,000 ft2)
total commercial
floor space
Source: BC Assessment

suites and coach houses)

164 townhouse units
334 apartment units

AFFORDABLE
RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE
average selling price
(2015) for

130,000

120,000

Residential building
permits totaled $170
million (almost 60%)
of all permits in 2015.
This activity for single
detached, townhouse
and apartment units was
greater than in all of the
previous 5 years.

2015 POPULATION

13,350 multi-family units
Source: City of Abbotsford

695,000 m2
(7,481,000 ft2)
total industrial
floor space
Source: Colliers International
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Why Invest at YXX?
Approximately 87 hectares (215 acres) of land
immediately available for airside and groundside
development

•

•

Low construction costs – most available land is
fully serviced with excellent granular soil

•

Daily commercial flights with approximately
500,000 passengers annually

•

Competitive lease rates, flexible lease terms, and
City tax incentives

•

High public visibility with Airshow, Aerospace
EXPO, Tradex, and commercial jet traffic

•

Abbotsford Shell Aerocentre FBO and world class
flying schools including Coastal Pacific Aviation
and Chinook Helicopters

•

Close proximity to Highway 1, Vancouver, US
border, and rail

•

•

Excellent Airport infrastructure, including CAT
1 Instrument Landing System, on-site aircraft
rescue and firefighting, and a full service Air
Terminal Building with Customs and passenger
screening facilities

Established aerospace community with Cascade,
Conair, University of the Fraser Valley Aerospace
Centre and others

•

The Abbotsford/Lower Mainland region has a
vibrant economy, growing population, and an
established, highly-trained workforce

•

Progressive Airport and City management team
that is eager to make development happen at
the Airport

NORTH VANCOUVER
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VANCOUVER
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YVR

MISSION

SCOTT ROAD
SKYTRAIN STATION

RICHMOND
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L

Abbotsford at a glance

ABBOTSFORD

TOWNSHIP OF
LANGLEY

YXX
BLI & SEA
Ô

WHATCOM COUNTY
UNITED STATES

Population: 141,500
Location: Southwestern
British Columbia
Area: 39,043 hectares
Largest municipality in
BC by land area and 6th
largest by population



Building Permit The total value of
building permits
Value 2014:
in 2015 was
$186 Million
$296,704,729, up
Building Permit 60% from 2014.
Value 2015: 		
$297 Million

Transportation
hub: Abbotsford’s
transportation
network provides
affordable, highly
efficient access to
the whole of
Canada, the
US Pacific
Northwest
and Asia Pacific.

Abbotsford has 157
parks consisting of
over 2,584 acres
of parkland and 98
kilometres of trails.

The Building Department
issued 6,462 business
licences, including
intermunicipal business
licences, where businesses
can get one license to operate
in 11 local communities.

Abbotsford hosted
over 160 community
events in 2015
including runs, walks,
festivals, fundraisers,
park concerts and
cycling races.

Average
Abbotsford
house
price (2015)
$493,359

In 2015, the Abbotsford Centre ranked in the
top 200 of entertainment venues worldwide
and was the 2nd busiest in BC.

Key Economic
Drivers:

education, aerospace,
healthcare, niche
manufacturing,
agriculture and
innovation
businesses.
84% of residents live within
500m of a park. Fostering
natural beauty was an idea
that many people wanted to
see in future city plans.
most industrial activity in
the last 10 years with
over 29,000 m2 of floor
space approved in 2015

Abbotsford produces the
largest farmgate receipts in
the province at $639 million
and supplies approximately
40% of all milk produced in
the Lower Mainland.

The Conference Board of Canada
named Abbotsford-Mission as
one of the fastest growing
economies in Canada in 2015.

