
 
  

 COUNCIL REPORT 
 

 
   

 

Executive Committee 
Report No. PDS 040-2020 
 
Date: March 27, 2020 
File No: 6520-20  
 
 
To: Mayor and Council 
From: Ryan Perry, Community Planner 
Subject: AgRefresh Relaunch and City feedback on Provincial policy intentions for 

Residential Flexibility in the Agricultural Land Reserve 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. THAT Council direct staff to relaunch a modified version of AgRefresh, as outlined in the 

report from the Community Planner, titled “AgRefresh Relaunch and City feedback on 
Provincial policy intentions for Residential Flexibility in the ALR”; and 

 
2. THAT Council endorse Attachment “B” to the report from the Community Planner, titled 

“AgRefresh Relaunch and City feedback on Provincial policy intentions for Residential 
Flexibility in the ALR”, as City feedback to the Ministry of Agriculture on the residential 
options proposed in the January 27, 2020, Provincial “Policy Intentions Paper: Residential 
Flexibility in the ALR”. 

 

REPORT CONCURRENCE 

 

General Manager 

 

The Acting General Manager concurs with the 
recommendation of this report. 

 

 

City Manager 

 

The City Manager concurs with the 
recommendation of this report. 

 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to request Council direction to relaunch a modified version of 
AgRefresh and to seek Council endorsement of City feedback on the January 27, 2020 Ministry 
of Agriculture ‘Policy Intentions Paper: Residential Flexibility in the ALR’. 

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 

In January 2018, the Minister of Agriculture launched a provincial initiative to ‘Revitalize the 
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) and Agricultural Land Commission (ALC)’. Given the overlap of 
this work with topics under review through AgRefresh, the City paused AgRefresh in April 2018. 

While the Provincial ALR/ALC review is still underway, several legislative changes have come 
forward under Bill 52, 2018 and Bill 15, 2019, including amendments to key aspects of ALR 
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regulation. Most recently, the Ministry of Agriculture released the January 2020 ‘Policy 
Intentions Paper: Residential Flexibility in the ALR’ (Attachment A) outlining new proposed 
residential options for lands within the ALR. 

In consideration of Provincial progress on the “ALR and ALC Revitalization”, staff recommend 
relaunching and completing a modified version of AgRefresh. As a first step in the AgRefresh 
relaunch, staff recommend submitting City feedback (Attachment B) to the Province regarding 
the new residential options proposed in the January 27, 2020 Ministry of Agriculture Policy 
Intentions Paper. 

BACKGROUND 

Agriculture operates in a complex and dynamic environment of municipal and provincial policies, 
programs, and regulatory influences. As well, agriculture must respond to economic, 
environmental, and social factors, such as changing consumer preferences, product demand, 
fluctuating product values, and evolving regulation.  

As one of the most intensively and diversely farmed areas of Canada, Abbotsford’s agricultural 
sector is an important contributor locally, provincially, and nationally. With approximately 75% of 
Abbotsford in the Agricultural Land Reserve, and over 1,300 farms collectively generating more 
than $850 million dollars in total gross farm receipts annually (2016 Census), it is evident that 
agriculture is deeply tied to the local economy and community identity. 

In response to industry changes and the importance of the agricultural sector, the City is 
undertaking the AgRefresh planning process to update OCP policies and Zoning Bylaw 
regulations to provide long term guidance for agriculture in Abbotsford. Now in the third and final 
stage, AgRefresh involves close coordination with provincial Agricultural Land Commission 
(ALC) and Ministry of Agriculture staff to ensure the project outcomes will coordinate and 
comply with provincial legislation. 

Provincial ALR/ALC Review and AgRefresh – A Timeline 

As mentioned in the summary, the Provincial ALR/ALC Revitalization has brought forward 
several changes relevant to AgRefresh and the regulation of ALR lands in Abbotsford. The 
following timeline highlights key Provincial changes, milestones, and coordinated City 
responses. 

Nov. 2017 to  
Jan. 2018 

 (CITY) The City conducted AgRefresh Stage 3 engagement to gauge 
community and stakeholder support for a range of policy ideas being 
explored for key agricultural topics. 

January 2018  (PROV) The Minister of Agriculture appointed an independent advisory 
committee to provide the Province with ‘strategic advice, policy guidance, 
and recommendations on how to revitalize the ALR and ALC.” 

February to 
April 2018 

 (PROV) Minister’s Revitalization Committee released a ‘Discussion Paper’ 
outlining guiding principles, the revitalization objectives, and ten ‘common 
themes/issues’ for dialogue and stakeholder engagement. 

April 2018  (CITY) AgRefresh was paused due to the notable overlap with Provincial 
ALR/ALC review topics. The City submitted a letter to the Revitalization 
Committee with feedback on the discussion paper themes, highlighting the 
work and community feedback of AgRefresh. 
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July 2018  (PROV) Minister’s Revitalization Committee released an interim report. 

November 
2018 

 (PROV) Bill 52, 2018 was passed, introducing new size limits on a principal 
residence in the ALR, new requirements for ALC approval of additional 
residences, and updated rules for soil removal/fill. Not yet into force. 

February 2019  (PROV) The ALR General and ALR Use Regulations were approved by the 
Province, bringing Bill 52 changes into force and restructuring the content of 
the replaced ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation. 

April 2019  (PROV) Minister’s Revitalization Committee released its final report. 

May 2019  (PROV) Bill 15, 2019 passed, removing the ability for an individual land 
owner to submit an ALR exclusion application to the ALC, and introducing 
structural and administrative changes to the ALC itself. Not yet in-force. 

March 2020  (PROV) Bill 15, 2019 came into force. 

January - April 
2020 

 (PROV) The Ministry of Agriculture released a policy intentions paper on 
“Residential Flexibility in the ALR” and is accepting feedback until April 17.  

Ministry of Agriculture Policy Intentions Paper 

The Ministry of Agriculture released a policy intentions paper on January 27, 2020 addressing 
“Residential Flexibility in the ALR” (Attachment A), and is looking for public feedback on new 
residential options being considered for properties in the ALR. 

Specifically, the Ministry is considering a change to provincial rules that would enable 
landowners (farmers and non-farmers) in the ALR to have both a principal residence and a 
small secondary residence on their property, if permitted by local government. While not clear in 
the Provincial Policy Intentions Paper, the ‘small additional residence’ may potentially be 
permitted in addition to a secondary suite in the principal residence, for a total of three 
independent living spaces on a lot. Staff expect this aspect to be clarified as the Ministry’s work 
progresses. In addition to other points, proposed City feedback to the Province (Attachment B) 
recommends giving a local government the discretion to determine if a ‘suite’ in the principal 
residence should be permitted in combination with the ‘small secondary residence’. 

 

Under the new Provincial concept, ALC approval would not be required for the ‘small secondary 
residence’, occupancy would not be restricted to family, and permission would not be tied to 
farming or a ‘farm need’. In other words, anyone would be allowed to reside in the ‘small 
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secondary residence’. Additional housing specifically needed for farm help would continue to be 
regulated separately and require site-by-site ALC approval. 

As detailed in Attachment A, the “small secondary residence” types under consideration include: 

 a manufactured home (CSA Z240) limited to 9 m x 22.86 m (29.5’ x 75’) 

 garden suite, guest house, or carriage suite; typically no larger than 90 m2 (968 ft2) 

 accommodation above an existing building on the farm. 

In support of the overall concept, the Ministry will be giving further consideration to the following: 

 per lot: the maximum number of residences, maximum size, siting, and total floor area 

 how to preserve a total cumulative floor area of residential uses on a single lot (e.g., 
limiting the principal residence and secondary residence to a total floor area of 500m2) 

 options to minimize impact on agriculture. 

It is important to highlight Provincial Policy Paper next steps, noting that: “Nothing in this paper 
should be considered a final decision; it should be viewed as a policy direction and development 
guidance document. Its purpose is to inform interested parties and to assist Ministry discussions 
in further developing and finalizing the policy ideas presented in this document.” 

Staff will keep Council informed as the Provincial policies are further refined and finalized. The 
deadline for feedback to the Province is April 17, 2020. 

DISCUSSION 

Feedback to Ministry of Agriculture: Residential Flexibility in the ALR 

At a high level, the ideas presented in the Ministry Policy Intentions Paper align well with the 
concepts being explored through AgRefresh and would provide flexible options for Council 
consideration moving forward. If implemented as outlined, Council would have the discretion to 
determine which of the new residence types to permit in Abbotsford’s ALR through zoning (i.e., 
could allow some or all options). 

An important aspect of this concept is a shift to regulating a range of permitted residence types 
(i.e., garden suite, manufactured home, etc.) and moving away from regulating an occupant 
(i.e., immediate family only). This approach would improve a long-standing regulatory challenge. 

Attachment B provides a recommended City response to the Province’s policy intentions paper, 
outlining some key considerations for Ministry of Agriculture consideration as they prepare 
recommendations for Provincial government. 

AgRefresh Re-launch 

Given the progress and current status of the Provincial ALR/ALC Revitalization, including recent 
action on residential uses, staff recommend relaunching and completing a modified version of 
the original AgRefresh scope. This modified approach focuses on completing aspects of 
AgRefresh with stable provincial regulation, and proposes to address remaining topics in the 
future, if and when the Province brings forward additional regulation changes. 

Based on available information, staff recommend advancing a modified AgRefresh scope using 
one of the following approaches for each topic: 

Proceed  Proceed with substantive updates for topics outside the Provincial review, or topics 
the Province has recently updated or identified as a short-term priority. 



Report No. PDS 040-2020 Page 5 of 6 
 

 

Refine  Refine (moderately modernize) outdated policy and regulation for topics that could 
potentially be reviewed by the Province in the medium to long term. 

Defer  Defer work on new City policy areas that may be subject to further Provincial review. 

 

 

NEXT STEPS 

If endorsed by Council, Attachment B will be finalized and sent to the Minister of Agriculture as 
City feedback on the “Residential Flexibility in the ALR” options set out in the January 27, 2020 
Policy Intentions Paper. 

Pending Council direction to relaunch AgRefresh, next steps will include the following in 2020: 

 Workshop select AgRefresh topics with Council 

 Prepare a Stage 3 Draft Policy and Regulations Report, including a proposed Bylaw 
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Compliance Approach 

 Liaise with ALC and Ministry staff to align draft recommendations with the ALC Act,
Ministry Bylaw Standards, and the Provincial ALR/ALC Revitalization outcomes.

While largely dependent on the timing of Provincial work on the ALR/ALC review, staff aim to 
have a final AgRefresh Stage 3 Policy and Regulations Report ready for Council review and 
final engagement in early 2021. 

FINANCIAL PLAN IMPLICATION 

No financial plan implications are anticipated. The AgRefresh process will be completed using 
existing staff resources and approved project budgets. 

Komal Basatia 
Acting GM, Finance and Corporate Services 
Signed 3/16/2020 9:34 PM 

IMPACTS ON COUNCIL POLICIES, STRATEGIC PLAN AND/OR COUNCIL DIRECTION 

The AgRefresh planning process will help implement the vision set out in Council’s Strategic 
Plan and Official Community Plan. Careful consideration of, and coordination with, the Minister 
of Agriculture’s ALR/ALC initiative is critical to ensure Council policies and regulations remain 
consistent with senior agency regulation for agricultural land use. 

SUBSTANTIATION OF RECOMMENDATION 

AgRefresh and the Provincial ALR/ALC Revitalization initiative are closely linked and need to be 
effectively coordinated to ensure a consistent regulatory framework for agriculture.  

Staff recommend relaunching a modified version of AgRefresh to build on the comprehensive 
work and engagement done to-date and to reflect recent and anticipated Provincial ALR policy 
changes. As an initial step of the AgRefresh relaunch, staff recommend Council endorsement of 
the attached letter (Attachment B) as City feedback to the Ministry of Agriculture regarding the 
new residential options under consideration for ALR properties. 

Ryan Perry 
Community Planner 
Signed 3/11/2020 2:22 PM 

Mark Neill 
Acting GM, Planning and Development Services 
Signed 3/16/2020 8:17 AM 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment A - MoA Policy Intentions Paper Residential Flexibility in the ALR 
Attachment B - City Response to January 2020 Ministry Policy Intentions Paper 
'Residential Flexibility in the ALR' 
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January 27, 2020 

Introduction 
This paper outlines the Ministry of Agriculture’s (the Ministry) proposed policy direction to increase 
residential flexibility in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).  

The intentions summarized here have been developed through collaborative work with the Union of BC 
Municipalities, the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) and the BC Agriculture Council and are 
responsive to what the Ministry heard during recent public consultations.1  

The Ministry is publicly sharing this proposed policy direction now in order to ensure those interested 
have an opportunity to review. As always, input from the public and from stakeholders is appreciated. 

Context 
In February 2019, the province brought into force amendments to the Agricultural Land Commission Act 
(Act) to better protect ALR land for farming. There were three key changes that:  

• Directly address mega-mansions and speculation in the ALR by limiting the size of primary
residences and empowering the ALC to approve additional residences for farm use;

• Restrict the removal of soil and increased penalties for dumping of construction debris and other
harmful fill in the ALR; and,

• Reunify the ALR as a single zone, ensuring consistent rules with strong protections for all
provincial ALR land.

The first change noted above included a phase-out of a long-standing previous rule that had allowed ALR 
landowners to place a small secondary residence in the ALR without ALC approval, so long as it was a 
manufactured home for immediate family members.  

In response to some public concerns about this phase-out change, in July 2019, the Ministry delayed its 
implementation to February 22, 2020. This grandfathering period has now been extended a second time to 
December 31, 2020, in order to allow time for the possible implementation of the policy direction 
outlined in the paper. 

During the September to November 2019 engagement, the Ministry heard a key theme: more flexibility is 
needed for residences in the ALR. Therefore, this work has been given priority.  

The rationale for more residential flexibility is argued in a number of ways. For example, it may be 
necessary to keep a loved one, especially an aging parent, on the property. It creates options for jointly 
owning a property (for farming or not). It can provide a residence for a farmer transitioning out of 
farming, or for a young or new person transitioning into farming. It can create efficiency for small-scale 
farmers as it could allow for farmer or farm-worker accommodation, without the need to apply to the 
ALC. Or it could be simply needed as a source of rental revenue (that may or may not be invested back 
into a farm).  

Current and previous legal framework relating to secondary residences 
Recent changes to the Act and regulations modified approval processes for residential uses. Under the 
previous law, local governments (LG) had the authority to approve all principal residences (up to any size 

1 See https://engage.gov.bc.ca/supportingfarmers/ for more information on the Supporting BC Farmers public engagement. 

ATTACHMENT A

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/supportingfarmers/
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as stipulated in bylaws) in the ALR, and LG had the authority to approve additional residences if they 
were necessary for farm use. In practice, if a LG did not want to approve, or was not sure if the additional 
residence was necessary for farm use, or it wasn’t for farm use, the owner then applied to the ALC 
through a non-farm use application. 
 
The Act and regulations additionally permitted the following dwelling types without a decision from the 
ALC if local bylaws allowed them to be constructed: 

• Zone 1: one secondary suite in the single family dwelling, and either one manufactured home 9 
meters wide for immediate family; OR, an accommodation constructed above an existing building 
on the farm and that has only a single level. 

• Zone 2: one secondary suite in the single family dwelling, and either one manufactured home (as 
above); OR, an accommodation constructed above an existing building on the farm and that has 
only a single level; and, if parcel is greater than 50 hectares a residence that fits all residential 
needs into an area of 4,000m2. 

 
After the recent amendments, a LG can only approve a principal residence if the total floor area is less 
than 500m2 (5,400ft2) but may also restrict the principal residence to a smaller size by bylaw. A suite 
within a principal residence’s total floor area is still permitted if a LG permits it by bylaw. A principal 
residence larger than 500m2 (5,400ft2) or an additional residence now requires application to the ALC. 
The ALC may not approve an additional residence unless it is necessary for farm use.  
 
Considerations 
The policy work outlined below will maintain the purpose of the Act and its regulations, is also guided by 
the results of the Minister of Agriculture’s Advisory Committee on ALR Revitalization2 (the Committee), 
including the core ALR policy objectives that came out of the Committee’s work to:  

• Preserve the productive capacity of ALR land. 
• Encourage agriculture as the priority use of ALR land. 
• Strengthen ALR and ALC administration and governance to increase public confidence and 

ensure land use regulation and land use decisions preserve agricultural land and encourage 
farming and ranching in the ALR. 

 
The Ministry will also consider how to incorporate views on residential flexibility that were raised 
through recent engagement, such as: 

• Many participants expressed a desire to allow for a small second residence for all ALR land 
owners without requiring ALC approval; 

• Some ALR landowners felt uncertain over their ability to replace a structure if it is destroyed 
(75% or more), or needs to be replaced because it is in disrepair; 

• Some retiring and new farmers felt disadvantaged because they can’t provide a secondary 
residence for family/workers without approval from the ALC;  

• Participants generally wanted to ensure that the needs of LG, First Nation governments and 
regional districts are considered in the development of any future policy changes; 

• It was recognized that some regional districts do not have zoning bylaws and there is a need to 
consider what this might mean against any policy options; and, 

                                                
2 See https://engage.gov.bc.ca/agriculturallandreserve/ for more information on the independent committee’s work. 

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/agriculturallandreserve/
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• BC ALR regions have different residential land uses, including the size of properties, population 

densities, and pressures to use ALR for non-farm uses.  
These and potentially other considerations that were brought forward from the Committee’s work and the 
Supporting BC Farmers engagement will help guide the Ministry in its work to increase residential 
flexibility in the ALR. 
  
Proposed policy direction  
In order to support farmers and non-farmers living in the ALR, the Ministry is considering a change to 
regulations that will enable landowners in the ALR to have both a principal residence and a small 
secondary residence on their property, provided they have approval from their LG. In other words, there 
would be no required application to the ALC. Further, the province would not impose restrictions to 
require this secondary residence be a manufactured home, or be for an immediate family member, or be 
part of a farming plan. 
 
Farmers have always had the option to build additional residences in the ALR (two, three or more), 
provided they are needed for farming and have approval from LG and the ALC. The ALC routinely 
provides this approval for farming purposes.  
 
The primary use of ALR land is, and will continue to be, for agriculture. Residential uses should be 
developed in a way that minimizes disturbance to agriculture. New secondary residences should be 
registered with the ALC for long-term land-use planning purposes. 
 
This direction does not include reconsideration of the maximum size of a principal residence; nor 
changing the ALC as the decision maker for additional residences for farm use.  
 
In terms of defining a “small secondary residence”, consideration will be given to:      

• a manufactured secondary home with conditions such as whether: 
o the foundation type should be limited to a concrete slab and no basement; 
o it can be restricted to a maximum of 9 meters in width and 22.86 meters in length; and  
o it can be restricted to the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) Z240 Manufactured 

Home (MH) series. 
• a garden suite, guest house or carriage suite (e.g. usually meaning a detached dwelling, often no 

larger than 90m2). 
• accommodation above an existing building on a farm with conditions on what type of existing 

structure it could be built on and whether it can be located on a parcel that already has a suite in 
the principal residence. 

• permitting a principal residence to be constructed in addition to a manufactured home that was 
placed as the first principal residence. 
 

Any of these concepts may also consider: 
• per parcel, the maximum number of residences, maximum size, siting, and total floor area.  
• how to preserve a total cumulative floor area of residential uses on a single parcel (e.g. additional 

dwellings that may be reintroduced so as not to exceed 500m2 when added to principal dwelling). 
• options to minimize impact on agriculture. 
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Next steps 
Nothing in this paper should be considered as a final decision; it should be viewed as a policy direction 
and development guidance document. Its purpose is to inform interested parties and to assist Ministry 
discussions in further developing and finalizing the policy ideas presented in this document.  
 
This Intentions Paper and links to current legislation are posted on the BC Government website and can 
be accessed via the following link: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-
seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/agricultural-land-reserve/the-agricultural-land-reserve 
 
The Ministry has created a technical review committee that includes the Ministry of Agriculture, ALC, 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Union of BC Municipalities, and the BC Agriculture Council.  
As part of the technical review committee process, the Ministry also works directly with local 
governments from across British Columbia. The Ministry will work through this technical review 
committee process on the further refinement of these options until April 17th, 2020, in preparation for 
potential recommendations to government. 
 
Individuals or associations who would like more information on this process, or who want to provide 
feedback for policy consideration, should contact ALR_ALCRevitalization@gov.bc.ca, write the Minister 
of Agriculture at PO Box 9043 Victoria BC V8W 9E2, or call the AgriServiceBC line at 1 888 221-7141.  
 
 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/agricultural-land-reserve/the-agricultural-land-reserve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/agricultural-land-reserve/the-agricultural-land-reserve
mailto:ALR_ALCRevitalization@gov.bc.ca
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April x, 2020  

Honourable Lana Popham 

Minister of Agriculture 

PO Box 9043 

Victoria BC V8W 9E2 

Via mail and email: ALR_ALCRevitalization@gov.bc.ca 

 

 

Dear Minister Popham, 

 

Re: Ministry of Agriculture Policy Intentions Paper: Residential Flexibility in the ALR 

The City of Abbotsford appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback to the Ministry of Agriculture 

regarding the new residential options proposed in the January 27, 2020 Policy Intentions Paper: 

Residential Flexibility in the ALR. 

The City of Abbotsford is geographically the largest municipality in BC with a total area of 389 km2. With 

approximately 75% of Abbotsford in the ALR and total farm receipts grossing over $853 million annually 

(2015), the value of agriculture to the local community and the BC agricultural economy cannot be 

understated. As one of the most diversely and intensively farmed areas of Canada, agriculture has deep 

ties to the local economy and our community identity, and therefore, any changes to the ALC Act or ALR 

Regulation will be of notable interest to residents and farmers living in Abbotsford. 

Overall, the City of Abbotsford supports the proposed residential policy directions set out by the 

Ministry. The approach provides improved flexibility to meet a range of unique needs for ALR land 

owners, farmers, and residents, while also empowering local government with the discretion to 

determine which specific options are appropriate for a local context.  

Most notably, Abbotsford commends the straight-forward approach that moves away from regulating 

the occupant of an accessory residence, which has proven challenging. 

As the Ministry refines the concept and formulates recommendations for government, the City suggests 

the following considerations: 

A. Decouple from the 500m2 principal dwelling size limit: Given the diverse housing needs of residents 

in Abbotsford’s ALR and the farming community, we recommend keeping the ‘small secondary 

residence’ separate from the 500 m2 house size maximum. Including the floor area of the secondary 

residence in the 500 m2 principal dwelling calculation will diminish flexibility and options for many 

landowners with existing dwellings in the ALR. 

ATTACHMENT B 
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B. Consider allowing more than 90 m2: When setting regulation for units such as a garden suite, 

carriage suite, guest house, and a small residence above a farm building, consider a consistent and 

modestly larger permitted unit size to recognize the rural setting and potential for improved 

livability. A slightly larger size may also reduce demand for larger farm help housing and improve the 

long term flexibility of the ‘additional residence’. Several stakeholders the City engaged in 2017/18 

through our AgRefresh process raised concerns about 90 m2 being too restrictive for a coach house. 

C. Consider focusing on size vs. type: Given the range of ways a ‘small secondary residence’ could be 

implemented or defined for a farm property, consider regulating this new option based on a 

maximum accessory unit size, rather than prescribing the specific permitted unit types (carriage 

house, garden suite, etc.). This would allow each local government to coordinate ‘dwelling type’ 

definitions and regulations in the context of their existing Zoning Bylaws. This suggestion 

acknowledges that manufactured homes would be handled separately. 

D. Accommodation ‘above an existing building on a farm’: If individual permitted unit types are 

ultimately specified in the regulation, consider removing the references to ‘above’ and ‘existing’ for 

this typology to provide greater flexibility for this ‘small secondary residence’ type to be 

incorporated into new construction and be located in the most suitable portion of the farm building. 

E. Permit in addition to a suite within the principal dwelling: The relationship of a secondary suite 

within the principal dwelling is unclear in the Policy Intentions Paper. While it may be the 

assumption, we recommend that a ‘small additional residence’ be permitted in addition to a 

secondary suite within the principal dwelling, but with local government discretion to be more 

restrictive. 

F. Local Government ability to regulate - Given the diversity of ALR lands in BC, we want to emphasize 

the importance of enabling local government discretion to set supplemental zoning bylaw 

regulations for the new residential options. When the new options are ultimately introduced, we 

encourage the Province to highlight a local government’s ability to further regulate the new options. 

We hope you find our feedback helpful as you refine the policy options and prepare your 

recommendations. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if the Ministry team has any questions, or if there is interest in 

meeting with the City of Abbotsford to discuss this feedback further. I would be happy to connect you 

with our staff team. 

This letter was endorsed by Abbotsford City Council on [Month] [day], 2020. 

Sincerely, 
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