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Starting a Business 
in Abbotsford
Checklist

Ensure that this business  
is the right decision for you: 

1 STEP ONE: PLAN

Take the Entrepreneurial Potential 
Self-Assessment

Evaluate your business idea: 
Small Business BC: Evaluate your 
Business Idea

Find out if your business is 
permitted in the City of  
Abbotsford: 

Check out our Bylaws and Zoning 
regulations  

View the Abbotsford Site Finder

Decide on the structure 
of your business:

Small Business BC: How to Choose 
the Right Business Structure

Do market research:
Small Business BC: Market 
Research Checklist

BDC: A Practical Guide to Market 
Research

Prepare a business plan:
Planning Guide

Choose a location for 
your business:

BDC: How to Choose the Right 
Location for Your Business

View the Abbotsford Site Finder

Continued on Page 2

https://www.bdc.ca/en/articles-tools/entrepreneur-toolkit/business-assessments/pages/self-assessment-test-your-entrepreneurial-potential.aspx
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/resource/howtos-checklists/evaluate-your-business-idea/
https://www.abbotsford.ca/city_hall/bylaws/bylaw_listings.htm
http://www.abbotsfordsitefinder.ca/
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/resource/howtos-checklists/business-structures-information-sheet/
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/resource/howtos-checklists/market-research-checklist/
https://www.bdc.ca/en/blog/pages/how-conduct-market-research-small-businesses.aspx
https://caed.abbotsford.ca/?s=planning+guide
https://www.bdc.ca/en/articles-tools/money-finance/buy-lease-commercial-real-estate/pages/how-choose-right-location-for-your-business.aspx
http://www.abbotsfordsitefinder.ca/
https://www.abbotsford.ca/
https://caed.abbotsford.ca/
https://www.abbotsford.ca/
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2 STEP TWO: NAMING 
YOUR BUSINESS

Name your business:
Choosing a Business Name

Small Business BC: Choosing 
a Business Name Made Easy

Find out if the name 
is taken:

NUANS® Name Search

Register your name:
BC Registry

Name Request

3 STEP THREE: 
REGISTER

Register your Business with 
the Government:

Register Online

Choose and Register a 
Web Domain:

Before registering your name,  
find out if the website domain 
is available

Starting a Business in Abbotsford

Stay Connected

4 STEP FOUR: 
SUBMIT BUSINESS 
APPLICATIONS

Provincial sales tax account 
- PST

Business license application 

WorkSafeBC coverage

Business BCeID

Canada Revenue Agency 
Accounts

Goods and Services Tax - GST 
(Federal Tax)

Payroll deductions

Import/Export accounts
One Stop Business Registry

/CAED.Abbotsford @AbbotsfordEcDev @abbotsfordecdev

abbotsford.ca            604-864-5586 econdev@abbotsford.ca

6 STEP SIX: 
BANKING

Set-up a business banking  
account. Ask your bank what 
documents they require for  
registration.

5 STEP FIVE: GET 
INSURANCE

Ensure your business is 
protected:

Small Business BC: What you  
Need to Protect your Business

IBC: Business Insurance

7 STEP SEVEN: 
GET BUSINESS 
SUPPORT &  
FINANCING

Do your research on 
funding options and 
grants that may be  
available to you:

Government Business 
Support

Government Business Grants

Small Business BC:  
Secure Early Stage 

Financing

Small Business BC: Do’s and 
Dont’s of Financing your 
Small Business 

Visit abbotsford.ca/caednewsletter to sign up for our newsletter.

Checklist

New Business Licence

http://www.ibc.ca/on/business
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/article/small-business-insurance-what-you-need-protect-your-business/
https://www.abbotsford.ca/business_and_development/business_licences/new_business_licence.htm
https://onestop.gov.bc.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/start/register-with-gov.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/start/choosing-a-business-name-1.html
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/article/choosing-a-business-name-made-easy/
https://www.incorpdirect.ca/Name-Search-NUANS-R/?gclid=CjwKCAjw34n5BRA9EiwA2u9k3xMoBSRvMeeD50x3yzxn4txewu601elFo6U1C28nEtyq6lqKybhkvBoC-kUQAvD_BwE
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/start/choosing-a-business-name-3.html
https://www.bcregistrynames.gov.bc.ca/nro/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/start/support-financing.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/grants.html
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/article/secure-early-stage-financing/
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/article/7-dos-and-donts-of-financing-your-small-business/
https://caed.abbotsford.ca/
mailto: econdev@abbotsford.ca
https://www.instagram.com/abbotsfordecdev/
https://twitter.com/abbotsfordecdev
https://www.facebook.com/CAED.Abbotsford/
https://www.abbotsford.ca/
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