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NEWS RELEASE
City of Abbotsford and University of the Fraser Valley Launch
Innovative Program ‘CityStudio Abbotsford’
ABBOTSFORD – February 5, 2018 – CityStudio Abbotsford was launched today as a partnership program
between the City of Abbotsford and the University of the Fraser Valley (UFV) and will challenge university
students to tackle civic issues and provide prototype solutions, announced Mayor Henry Braun.
CityStudio will support the launch of experimental projects as part of an immersive and innovative education
experience where students and faculty will connect with City of Abbotsford staff to research, design, and
implement projects through which they develop job skills, experience group processes, and network with sector
experts.
Abbotsford is one of seven cities around the world that have implemented CityStudio. The program started in
Vancouver in 2011 as a collaboration between the City of Vancouver and Simon Fraser University, and now
includes 5 of the city’s public post-secondary institutions with the aim of shifting education towards providing
practical learning experiences. These hands-on projects help students build experience, acquire skills, and
solve challenges in the community. CityStudio connects City staff, students, and faculty with the community in
the creation of experimental projects. CityStudio Abbotsford is one of 7 programs under the City of
Abbotsford’s Innovation Initiative.
Quotes:
“The City of Abbotsford is excited to partner with UFV on this innovative program that allows students to have a
more interdisciplinary experience as they gain skills in problem solving. I’m looking forward to seeing the new
ideas they come up with as they work with City staff to solve tangible challenges, and develop solutions to
benefit our community.”
Henry Braun
Mayor, City of Abbotsford
“UFV is very pleased to partner with the City of Abbotsford in a project which offers hands-on learning
opportunities to students, additional problem solving capacity, and innovative solutions for the community. This
is a collaboration offering lasting benefits to all involved.”
Eric Davis,
Provost, and Vice President, Academic
Background
Five different courses at UFV will be the first to participate in the inaugural CityStudio class:
Civic Engagement and Participation IDS 400F
Work Spaces, Built Places BUS 478
Community Arts Practice VA 390
Community and Interdisciplinary Relationships CYC 402
Environment: Science and Communications GEOG/CMNS 257
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Associated Links:
https://www.abbotsford.ca/business_and_development/major_initiatives/citystudio.htm
For more information contact:
Alexandria Mitchell
Communications & Marketing
E: amitchell@abbotsford.ca
T: 604-446-5061
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